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THOUGHTS FROM MR. DON

To the administration, teachers and students of
Tepsatri College I wish to thank you for making my
two years in Thailand rewarding and enjoyable. It
has been an experience which I shall never forget.
Ithink I thave been very lucky in having been able
to spend two years living and working in a foreign
country. It is an experience that more people should
have. I think I have learned probably more than I
have thought. I have learned much about South
east Asia: its people, language and culture. I have
also learned more about my own country by
seeing it from the outside as a foreigner would
see it. There are somany differences between the
East and the West which cannot be found in
books but must be experienced.

East and West may be very different but
the world is growing smaller. It is becoming smaller
because of rapid transportation and communication.
Because East and West are now connected more
firmly than at any time in history it is important
that a common language be spoken by all the
world's people. A common language helps different
peoples to learn and understand about each other
and their problems. World communication can help
to build better world understanding.

The most common language in the world
today is English. That is why English is being
taught in Thailand. English is a very difficult langu-
age to learn well. But it is a very good language
to learn because it is very complex. It is necessary
to learn a complex language for the best under-
standing. Also in.this age of machines and science,
English is one of the few world languages in which
all technological books and materials have been

written in. So for the scientist, the engineer, the
teacher, the government official, English is important
and necessary to learn.

English in Thailand is at this time very poor.
The reason for this is because there is very little
contact between Thai people and native English
speakers. Another problem is the low quality of
English teachers at the Pratom and Matayom levels.
Poor instruction makes poor students, The students
learn so many wrong things that they must unlearn
these things latter when their instruction is better.
Usually it is too late and the students never learn
to speak or write English correctly or at all. The
only way to solve this problem is to not teach
English at all unless there is a good teacher available.
English should not be taught at Pratom level at
all. The first years are the most important and it
is important that the instruction must be good.
English will improve in Thailand but not before
the teachers improve. Wrong teaching is worse
than no teaching.

I would like to thank you again for making
my life in Thailand comfortable and easy. I will
always remember my two years in Lopburi and I
look forward to returning at a future time. To all
the students who are graduating this year I wish
you the best of luck whether you continue studying
or become teachers. And to the administration and
teachers I also wish you luck and good life. For
Thailand-its people, its land, its culture-I wish a
long and peaceful life.

Donald Blakemore
PCV February 1971




You Can be

proud to be a TEACHER

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

The teacher is a prophet.

He lays the foundations of tomorrow.

The teacher is an artist.

He works with the precious clay of unfolding
personality.

The teacher is a friend.

His heart reponds to the faith and devotion of his
students.

The teacher is a citizen.

He is selected and licensed for the improvement of
society.

The teacher is an interpreter.

Out of his maturer and wider life he seeks to
guide the young.

The teacher is a builder. He works with the higher

and finer values of civilization.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)
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7) The teacher is culture-bearer.

He leads saner

the way toward worthier tastes,
attitudes, more gracious manners, higher intelligence.

8) The teacher is a planner.
He sees the young lives before him as a part of a
great system which shall grow stronger in the light
of truth.

9) The teacher is a pioneer.
He is always attempting the imposible and winning
out.

10) The teacher is a reformer.
He seeks to remove the handicaps that weaken and
destroy life.

11) The teacher is a believer.

He has abiding faith in the improvability at the race

—Joy Elmer Morgan

FTA Founder and Chairman, 1937-54
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